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DEAN’S MESSAGE
Dear Alumni and Friends,
I sit here staring at a nearly empty computer screen, mulling over what I want to say to you in my first Dean’s
Message in The Advocate. Frankly, there is a small part of me that wishes I could put this off until later. We are 
terribly busy at this moment with the site visitation team from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges
here as I type. 
We’re in the process of hiring a vice dean and I’m glad to report we have a number of terrific candidates. We’re
hiring two new professors and I want to hire at least one more. The 16,000 square foot building dedicated to
Professor Dane Buck, Jr. is under construction. We’ve decided to join the American Association of Law Schools. This
is a significant step and the right one to take to get us to the next level but entails a lot of work. I’ve been out of
town on alumni events in Philadelphia and Providence, both of which were great fun. In sum, the joint’s jumping.
We have a lot going on. With the support of Allen L. Greenberg, former legal counsel for The Coca-Cola
Company, we recently announced the formation of the Allen L. Greenberg Trademark Institute, designed to draw
trademark experts and scholars from around the world. In addition, we have expanded our education law programs
to include a first-in-the-nation Master of Education Law degree available online. In 2001, the Education Law
Institute, a four-day forum devoted to current legal topics affecting today’s educators, will be offered in Concord and
in Washington, DC.
I suppose the primary message I want to convey, and especially to those of you I haven’t met yet, is that the
Law Center is really headed in the right direction and moving fast. I am blessed to be here now to join in. 
The key to success is for us to change and make progress without losing the wonderful tradition that has been
the hallmark of Franklin Pierce Law Center from the beginning. We now have a very nice blend of people who have
been here for years, some from the days of the bull barn, mixed with new faces. As I said to the alumni in Providence,
the old dogs are teaching the new pups some old tricks. I’m committed to ensuring the good traditions live on while,
at the same time, we progress to the next level of excellence. Some worry that those goals are inconsistent. To the 
contrary, they are eminently consistent. Indeed, it’s those traditions that will carry us to the next level. 
I urge you to be part of that to the extent you can. FPLC will benefit from your financial contributions, to be
sure. But there are other ways you can help. For example, we want good students. If you have the opportunity to rec-
ommend us to a promising undergraduate, take it. Or, let us know and we’ll call or write them. If you have a chance
to hire or recommend that someone else hire a Frank’s graduate, take that too. We need to continue to build on our
ever-growing network of successful graduates—our best ambassadors. Take the opportunity to employ an extern, or
to just speak positively about your alma mater when you can. We will continue to enhance the value of your degree
whether you help or not, but it will be a lot easier if you do. 
Please let me know when you’re back in town so I can meet you and show you in person what we are doing here.
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2Q. Why did you choose FPLC?
My family and I lived in
Durham for three years in the
mid 1980s when I was sta-
tioned at the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard, so we were 
familiar with NH. We had been
to Concord and my daughter
had done gymnastics here. We
knew what we were getting
into. It was familiar territory
that we knew, and liked. In 
addition, as I got familiar with
Franklin Pierce, the faculty,
staff and students, it became 
apparent to me that I liked the
atmosphere, and I liked what
Franklin Pierce was trying to
do. It was clear to me that
Franklin Pierce was really on
the edge of greatness, that it
was ready to take a giant step
forward, to become an even
better school than it already is.
I wanted to be part of it.
Q. What direction do you foresee for FPLC in the next 
10 years?
It is clearly headed in the direction of goodness, if not great-
ness. The people who are responsible for running this
school, the people who go to this school, the people who are
friends of the school all want to make progress and get to
the second tier of the U.S News and World Report annual law
school rankings. Everyone is willing and eager to make that
happen. So the direction will be to become an even 
better law school. The other thing I think that will happen
over the course of the next ten years is that while we will be
able to maintain what we are
already doing in the area of 
intellectual property, we will
bring the rest of the school up
to that level, and focus on 
education law and the clinics,
and to shine a particular light
on them.
Q. And the school’s direction in
the next 25 years?
I don’t see it being a big
change. We’ve talked about
this, spent a lot time thinking
about what it is we want to do.
Part of the charm, and a large
part of the learning that goes
on at Franklin Pierce, is the result
of being a small independent law
center. And I don’t see that
changing significantly.
Q. What role do you think
technology will play in 
legal education?
I think it will play an ever-
increasing role, in parallel with
the role technology plays in the legal practice. We are train-
ing people to become lawyers, so we need to be consistent
and congruent with what they are doing in legal practice.
Legal research will become increasingly technical. The 
delivery of legal education, like the delivery of advocacy, will
rely more and more on technology. But there is a limit to
that. There is a point beyond which technology isn’t going to
help us. We will never get past the need for good teachers,
good administrators, and good staff. Technology will not 
replace good people. it will only help us do a good job.
JOHN D. HUTSON WAS APPOINTED DEAN OF FRANKLIN PIERCE LAW CENTER IN JULY 2000.
Dean Hutson is a retired Rear Admiral and Judge Advocate General (JAG) of the United States Navy where he was 
responsible for advising senior government leaders on myriad legal issues such as the environment, ethics, international law 
and criminal law. He served as an instructor at the Naval Justice School, where he taught civil law, procedure and evidence. 
He later commanded the Naval Justice School and served as a Navy liaison to the United States Congress. Hutson received 
his BA from Michigan State University, JD from the University of Minnesota Law School and LLM from Georgetown University
Law Center. He and his wife,Paula, have two daughters, Christy and Melissa.
Welcome Dean John D. Hutson
B Y SH A R O N CA L L A H A N
Q. The Law Center has a large international population.
How do you see our role in the international law community?
Do you foresee the number of cooperative agreements with
other educational institutions increasing?
Yes, I think cooperative agreements will increase. We have to
be careful not to jump at every opportunity, and need to be
somewhat selective. We can’t do it all. We have lots of op-
portunities to do that. We are already doing one very promi-
nent and productive program in Vologda, Russia. The
international community, that is to say the non-US commu-
nity, is becoming increasingly sophisticated, and aware of 
intellectual property issues, and the other things that FPLC
can bring to them as a vehicle to learn more about the
United States and the American system of juris prudence.
The international students we bring to Franklin Pierce, take
back with them not only the
learning that they pick up here,
but also an understanding of the
American culture and a love of
Franklin Pierce. That grows al-
most geometrically, and enables
us to do more and more everyday.
Q. What challenges await our
graduates that are different from
the challenges you faced when you
graduated?
There is a change in the practice
of law that is rather dramatic and
not necessarily good. When I
graduated in1972, lawyers were
held in high esteem by the
American public. But like a lot of
institutions in America between 1972 and 2000, there is a
diminution (is this the correct word) in the respect for the
institution. I think lawyers have to work hard to earn that
back. They will earn it back by integrity, our wise counsel,
by our public service. Lawyers have not paid as much atten-
tion to that in the last thirty years as they might have done.
Q. What prompted your move from military life to civilian life?
I retired from the Navy, I had essentially achieved what I
was able to achieve in the military, and it was time to move
on. I had twenty-eight wonderful years in the Navy that I
count among the great blessings of my life. But, it was over,
I had done it, I loved it, and I wouldn’t change a day of it.
But it was time to move on and do something different.
Q. How do you think your military background will effect
changes in the Law School?
I hope it will be pretty transparent. I think that some of the
things I learned in the military about leadership and man-
agement, I will try to bring to bear. I hope to add a certain
vigor and direction and focus, but not in a way people tradi-
tionally think of the military.
Q. If it is true our alumni are our best ambassadors and
strengths, how do you think we can tap these strengths?
I think it is true that our alumni are our greatest ambas-
sadors. We are at a point now in the history of Franklin
Pierce, having graduated our first class about 24 years ago,
that our alumni are entering what I call their greatest earning
and returning years. There are lots of things that they can do,
both in terms of recruiting good students to come here, hir-
ing good graduates, helping us on various committees, and
working on the board of trustees. There are numerous op-
portunities for alumni to contribute to the progress of
Franklin Pierce in addition to their monetary contributions.
Q. Do alumni effect our ranking?
By rankings, we are talking about US News and World
Report. Alumni can and do effect our ranking. They can ef-
fect our ranking in terms of help-
ing us recruit the very best
students possible, hiring students,
and thinking about Franklin
Pierce graduates and the institu-
tion. They can also help us, quite
frankly, with money. FPLC for
years has been a tuition driven in-
stitution. We need to break
through that, to get to the next
level. For us to get to the second
tier, we need to be able buy
equipment and hire faculty and
staff. We simply cannot do that
without funding other than 
tuition. We need to be able to
compete with other schools with
the same kind of alumni financial contributions that the
other schools have.
Q. What would you like the alumni and friends to know that
you have not mentioned in this interview?
If they haven’t visited us at Franklin Pierce recently, there is
a very positive, aggressive and upbeat atmosphere here that
I think is very encouraging. There is a sense of moving for-
ward. I don’t particularly credit this to me, but to the times.
The faculty and the staff want to make progress. This is
something that they ought to see, if they haven’t already 
experienced it.
Q. How do you find living in Concord after traveling around
the world?
Paula, my wife, and I love living in Concord. It’s true we
have traveled around the world, we’ve lived in lots of big
cities, but I think Concord is one of the greatest little towns
that I ever been to. I like small towns, I grew up in
Muskegeon, MI, a small town that looks just like Concord,
so I feel very much at home here. I am through traveling
around the world.
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“It was clear to me that
Franklin Pierce was really on
the edge of greatness, that it
was ready to take a giant step
forward, to become an even
better school than it already is.
I wanted to be part of it.”
–Dean Hutson
What is Community Lawyering?
The Community Lawyering Program is a unique and innovative program de-
signed to prepare law students for practice by teaching them substantive law
and practical skills needed to provide effective, high quality representation to
all clients. The program goes a step further than traditional preparation, how-
ever, by addressing the need for attorneys to serve under-represented popula-
tions in a private practice setting. Students are prepared to represent clients in
areas such as consumer protection, landlord tenant, family, 
education, and criminal defense law.
In addition to preparing students for 
delivery of legal services in private 
practices, the Community Lawyering
Program also educates students seeking to
serve their communities through employ-
ment in governmental agencies such as the
Human Rights Commission and the Attorney
General’s Office. The program prepares 
students for practice as social policy 
advocates through lobbying and
representing community 
organizations such as the
Disabilities Rights Center and
the New Hampshire Coalition
Against Sexual Assault and
Domestic Violence. The 
program’s Criminal Practice
Section trains and prepares
students for practice in
criminal defense and 
criminal prosecution. 
What makes the Law
Center’s Community
Lawyering Program
unique is its premise




OCUS: Community LawyeringFB Y BR I G E T T E SI F F HO L M E S A Passion for
SOCIAL JUSTICE
“My professional experiences have
strengthened my view that, within our
communities, there exists a growing
need for effective, well-qualified lawyers
for low and moderate-income clients. It is
my passion for social justice and commit-
ment to fair play in the legal system
which led me to Community Lawyering.
As the director of the Community
Lawyering Program, I welcome the 
opportunity to lend my energy, ideas 
and experience to the continuing 
development of this important and 
innovative program.”
Brigette Siff Holmes
Director of Community Lawyering
private practices, in an economically viable manner, while 
simultaneously offering these services to a significant 
number of clients at a reduced fee, or on a pro bono basis.
The Law Center takes immense pride in the large number of
its graduates who fit this definition of community lawyer—
and who have used the law as a positive force in a changing
society and who have done so in personally rewarding and
economically successful law practices.
Recent Graduates Work for 
Positive Change
Two recent graduates, Scott Johnson ’97 and Heather
Schultze ’99, have found rewarding careers in public interest
law. Johnson worked at the American Red Cross as an
HIV/AIDS educator before coming to law school. While at
the Law Center, he participated in the Civil Practice and
Appellate Defender Clinics. He also participated in an essay
competition at the First Annual Academic Convocation for
Law Students at Suffolk University Law School, Boston, MA
during his second year, and was awarded the Scholar’s Paper
(Third Place). During his third year, Johnson was a semi-
finalist in the National Health Law Moot Court Competition.
During his externship, Johnson worked on the
Claremont School District, et al v. State of NH lawsuit and
has been involved with the case ever since. He worked during
the summers for the Human Rights Commission and the
New Hampshire Civil Liberties Union, utilizing funds raised
through the PIC auction. Johnson also worked as a teaching
assistant for moot court competitions. Currently, Johnson is
an associate at Stein, Volinsky & Callaghan, P.A., Concord,
NH. He practices primarily employment and education law,
as well as health law, general practice and appellate work.
Johnson is now co-counsel, with Andru Volinsky, for the
Claremont lawsuit.
Heather Schultze ’99 was enrolled in the Law Center’s
first community lawyering class and was active in the 
program, as well as in the Public Interest Coalition (PIC)
during all three years of law school. Heather served as a PIC
auction co-chair in her second and third years. As a second-
year student, Schultze participated in the Administrative
Advocacy Clinic and went on to later take part in the Civil
Practice Clinic and Non-Profit Organizations Clinic.
During the summer of her second year, Heather worked as a
summer intern at Cape Atlantic Legal Services in Atlantic
City, NJ where she represented low income tenants with
housing problems in both administrative and civil hearings.
Schultze took a work study position at Legal Advice
and Referral Center (LARC) during her third year. This po-
sition led to an externship at LARC where Heather was able
to provide advice to clients regarding housing issues. Upon
graduation, Schultze accepted a position with New
Hampshire Legal Assistance in Manchester, NH where she
currently practices, concentrating primarily in the areas of
housing and benefits law.
Law Center Developing a Model
Curriculum
The Community Lawyering Development Committee is cur-
rently completing a model curriculum, based on the find-
ings of a recent summer extern project funded by the Soros
Foundation. The final product will be an overall curriculum
design for the Community Lawyering Program that would also
serve as a model for similar programs at other law schools.
The current curriculum features an entry-level course,
entitled Community Lawyering, available to all first-year
law students during their second semester. The course is 
designed to expose students to the skills needed to be effec-
tive and successful community lawyers. The first half of 
the course focuses on criminal cases while the second half
focuses on  civil cases. Through classroom simulations, 
students gain experience preparing for and conducting
client interviews, depositions, interrogatories, motions to
dismiss and suppress, various hearings and mediation.
Students routinely give the class high ratings and emphasize
the advantage they feel they have gained by taking the class.
Supplemental courses are being proposed and developed,
including Lobbying, Unbundled Legal Services, and a Street
Law course. 
Student Goals and Expectations
Learning what students want and expect from the
Community Lawyering Program has been one of my goals.
During the course of panel discussions, conversations, and a
focus group, what has emerged is the belief that community
lawyering students view jobs—both summer positions and
post-graduate jobs—as their top priority. Of equal importance
to students is coming to terms with financing a career in
public interest law when faced with significant law school
debt and relatively low salaries. Career counseling and 
strategy are important components in each of these areas of
student concern.
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With regard to financing a career in community lawyering,
the Law Center is fortunate to have a Loan Repayment
Assistance Program (LRAP) that provides partial payment of
student loans for graduates working in community lawyer-
ing and public interest jobs. The Community Lawyering
Program is seeking to expand the Law Center’s existing
Loan Repayment Assistance Program by increasing funding
and thereby increasing the amount of assistance available to
each graduate who chooses a career in community lawyering.
Alumni Outreach
In order to ensure that community lawyering students will
be able to secure challenging, rewarding externship place-
ments, summer employment, and employment upon gradu-
ation, the Community Lawyering Program and the Office of
Career Services is striving to develop and strengthen exist-
ing alliances with community lawyering practitioners. Law
Center students welcome the opportunity to speak with
alumni regarding their areas of practice.  To participate in
future events, please e-mail bholmes@fplc.edu.
Professor Siff Holmes works with and counsels Community
Lawyering students regarding course selection, career paths,
externships and employment, as well as developing this innova-
tive program and its curriculum. Former assistant dean for 
student affairs at the Law Center, she served previously as
deputy clerk of court for the State of New Hampshire Court
System, supervising the Civil, Equity and Criminal Divisions
and overseeing the start-up of the court sponsored ADR pro-
gram in Merrimack County.  She served as a public defender
for seven years, representing clients charged with juvenile, 
misdemeanor and felony offenses in New Hampshire and
Alaska. As a public defender in Alaska, she traveled extensively,
representing indigent clients in remote towns and villages
throughout the state. She also served for one year as a judicial
law clerk for the Alaska Superior Court and as a judicial extern
to the Alaska Supreme Court. She received her BA degree from
the University of Virginia and JD degree from Golden Gate
University School of Law.
FOCUS: Community Lawyering
Annual Auction Raises Needed Funds
for Summer Public Interest Positions
To assist community lawyering students seeking summer
positions, the Public Interest Coalition (PIC), a student 
organization, hosts an annual auction to raise necessary
funds. Auction proceeds are awarded as stipends to 
qualified students who accept summer positions in firms 
financially unable to offer compensation. Both Heather
Schultze ’97 and Scott Johnson ’97 were PIC grant recipients.
Last summer, students worked for Planned Parenthood,
Alternatives for Community and Environment (ACE),
Pinetree Legal Services, the Department of Education Civil
Rights Division, the Rockingham County Attorney’s Office,
and the New Hampshire Public Defender Program. 
This year’s auction will take place on March 23, 2001 at the
new Marriott Courtyard in Concord. To lend your support,
please e-mail bholmes@fplc.edu.
AFTER CENTURIES LIVING UNDER A MONARCHIAL LEGAL SYSTEM
AND MORE RECENTLY, AFTER SEVEN DECADES OF LIVING under a
totalitarian political/legal system, Russia made a radical shift
in its political and legal aspirations. All things considered, it
is fair to call that radical shift a revolution. Imagine a politi-
cal, social, economic and legal system that had been solidly
in place for decades. Imagine that a major breakdown in the
economic and political arrangements produces a revolution
that shakes the very foundations of the economic, social
and legal systems. Imagine that people generally accept the
proposition that they do not want to and cannot go back to
the old system. What might these people expect of their
government, of their economy, of themselves?
First, they can expect that they must restructure their
political system to reflect the new demands of their citizens.
They have some clear choices: they might survey the exist-
ing political structures in operation elsewhere and adopt the
best features of those systems; or they might instead, invent
a new political structure. Second, they could expect that the
economic engine that provides public and private resources
will, for a time, be in disarray. New relationships will be
needed and perhaps, an entirely new system will be required.
Third, they can expect that the legal system around which
their former political and economic arrangements were
built will have to be adjusted to the new realities.
My involvement has been in the direct efforts to assist
in the creation of a “rule of law” regime in Russia. More
specifically, my efforts have been with a specific region of
Russia Vologada—where I have worked with judges,
lawyers, court administrators, legal educators and students.
I have also been one of the hosts for Russians who have 
visited New Hampshire—some for a short time, others for
months. Those experiences give me a less academic per-
spective on the Russian revolution. But I hasten to add, that
like the infantryman in the trenches, I have a limited view
of the big picture. In fact, I disclaim any broad significance
to my experiences for two important reasons. First, others
who were with me in Russia during my work there draw
somewhat different conclusions. Second, in spite of the cen-
tral control which dominated the Russian government for
more than seven decades, there are significant differences
between the regions of Russia. The differences are greater
by far than the differences between the regions of the
United States.
Let me begin at the very practical level with an exam-
ple produced by experience and discussion with my Russian
friends. On all of my trips to Russia, commercial exchange
has been by cash only. In fact, my colleagues from New
Hampshire and I had to carry thousands of dollars in cash
on our persons in order to conduct affairs in Moscow and
Vologda. We could not use credit cards or checks. As a 
matter of fact, our New Hampshire project was in need of
products and services which we needed to purchase in
Vologda but we were unable to arrange any form of currency
transfer other than by physically carrying cash from the
United States.
Russia has no reliable central banking system. No 
private bank has arisen to fill the need. The cruel hard fact
that dominates the Russian currency and transfer of pay-
ments system is that the institutions and the people who
run them are not trusted. The importance of that fact cannot
be overestimated. Why do merchants in our country and
elsewhere in the world allow us to walk out of their stores
with merchandise when all we have offered in exchange is a
small piece of plastic and our signature? And this is true
even when we are thousands of miles from our community
and are strangers to that merchant. The merchant is operat-
ing on trust but it is obviously not trust in the buyer as an
7
In 1999, the Law Center received a grant of $300,000 from United States Information Agency (US IA) to fund a joint 
project with the University of New Hampshire to develop a “Rule of Law Project” at Vologda, Russia.  
The institutions have worked to establish a “sister” relationship with Vologda University.  
Together, the two institutions are working to help the new law school develop its curriculum and pedagogy in a fashion 
that prepares lawyers to play a more affirmative role in assuring that the government and private parties alike conform 
their conduct to the “rule of law.” 
LEGAL REFORM IN RUSSIA 
A Report from the Front
B Y RI C H A R D A. HE S S E
individual. The merchant is able to trust that a system is in
place which will honor the promise represented by the cred-
it card. That system is trustworthy because it is backed by a
legal system which is beyond the whim of political leaders
or any individual for that matter. The legal system is one
based on predictable law.
The micro example of the purchase is but a glimpse of
what the international community has in mind when it calls
for the “rule of law.” The “rule of law” envisions a system
that provides a predictable and non-arbitrary means of regu-
lating conduct in the political arena, in economic affairs and
in all societal conduct. The idealized version of the “rule of
law” can be found in the international human rights docu-
ments starting with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and in the numerous Covenants and Protocols found
in the body of international law. That idealized version
seeks to protect individual rights to participate in the politi-
cal system, to own, use and enjoy private property, to freely
express views without fear, to practice the religion of one’s
choosing and, in broad terms, to be free from oppressive
and discriminatory acts. To say that the aspiration
for the “rule of law” throughout the world is ambi-
tious understates the case.
In 1997 and 1998, the Russian economy was in
what economists called a “meltdown.” When we 
arrived in Vologda on a Sunday at 4:30AM, we were
greeted by eleven  officials from the courts, the
Department of Justice and the Vologda Pedagogical
Institute law department. They were delighted to see us
but seemed a bit uneasy. We were taken to our hotel,
asked to rest for a few hours, have breakfast and attend a
meeting. When we met later that day we discovered that
they did not think we would actually come to Vologda 
because of the terrible economic conditions and they had
not retained the experts from Moscow to make presenta-
tions at the two day conference scheduled to begin on the
following day. Further, they had not hired the professional
translators which we had requested for our own use. It was
now clear why our hosts were so uneasy when we arrived.
My first cultural experience with the Russians was 
instructive. We spent several hours planning a program for
the conference over the next two days. Each member of our
delegation agreed to make a presentation at the conference.
I was assigned the task of comparing the Russian and US
Constitutions and the civil law in the US with the new
Russian Civil Code; while I had read some materials on both
the Russian Constitution and the new Russian Civil code, I
was most uncomfortable speaking about Russian law to
Russian judges. Further, I do not speak Russian and had to
rely on a Russian student whose English language skills
were marginal to serve as my translator. As we worked
through this process my imagination ran wild. What embar-
rassing mistake in understanding Russian law might I
make? What mistranslation of my remarks would create an
international incident?  
My goal was to understand how Russian legal educa-
tion prepared its lawyers—particularly in light of the rhetor-
ical desire to move to the “rule of law.” At the macro level, I
discovered that the curriculum was a traditional one that
differed very little from the curriculum in the Soviet style
law schools. I discovered that there was some desire (mainly
from the Dean) to make changes. I also discovered that the
students were very receptive and far ahead of their profes-
sors in willingness to explore new methods and ideas.
I realized that Russian educators separate academic
preparation from “the real world.” It is unacceptable for an
experienced lawyer to teach in Russian law departments
even after he or she abandons a legal practice. Thus Russian
professors have little understanding of the operation of their
own legal system. In short, law is a purely academic disci-
pline. Recently, the law department
in the Vologda Pedagogical
Institute
introduced a “practicum”
through which its students spend time in the
functioning offices of the courts, the Ministry of Justice, 
the Department of Justice and the Bailiffs Services. That
practicum is a novel proposition. Students and the lawyers
and administrators with whom they serve are not clear
about what to do; as a result students often end up providing
free labor, copying, filing, “go-fer” duties. 
In November of 1999, two Russian professors arrived
in New Hampshire to spend the academic year with us
(FPLC and UNH). They were given a great deal of exposure
to undergraduate education and to graduate level education.
They took part in law school classes as students and assumed
responsibility to teach part of courses at UNH and to deliver
specific topic lectures at FPLC. In addition, they visited 
private law offices, government law offices, the courts, the
prisons and the legislature. They attended cultural events
and toured medical facilities. They visited Pittsburgh 
and Nashville as part of an auto trip from Durham. They
visited Washington, DC with calls on Congressman Bass, 
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9a visit to the Supreme Court and the Smithsonian. They 
departed in May.
In May, Law Center Professors Joseph Dickinson and
Peter Wright and Professor  Cathy Frierson from the
University of New Hampshire visited Vologda where they
delivered lectures and consulted with the law department
administration to formulate future programs.
The values in western style rule of law are alien to the
social, political and legal culture in Russia. Thus even if the
Russians accept the end results as desirable goals, they must
effect a major cultural adjustment to reach those goals.
Younger faculty, judges, students and citizens are relatively
anxious to find ways to improve all aspects of their life.
There is far less self-delusion, defensiveness and fear of
change among the young. But there is also an air of despair
bordering on hopelessness among students which encour-
ages them to seek ways out of Russia
rather than seeking to improve Russia.










say that the experience with
the Russians has been one of the
most inspiring and the most frustrat-
ing experiences in my life. The Russians are gracious and
generous people. They are also a proud people who have 
recently suffered a series of blows to their national pride and
to their self-esteem. I would like to believe that we would be
as gracious and generous if we found ourselves in the same
situation. I know that the work in and for Russia is just 
beginning and if I may borrow from the Chinese culture, the
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. We
have taken that first step and perhaps more. And we are 
prepared for the fact that some of our uncertain steps will
force us to retreat. But the goal is worthy, the need is clear
and the spirit is willing. It is in our mutual interest to help
the Russians to reach that goal.
Professor Hesse directs the Law Center’s “sister” law school
project with Vologda Law School in Russia through a grant
from the United States Information Agency. He is a nationally
recognized civil rights advocate and constitutional law scholar.
He also serves on the New Hampshire Commission for Human
Rights and on the Legal Panel of the Civil Liberties Union. An
authority on professional ethics and judicial conduct, he has
served as an expert witness in numerous cases involving 
professional ethics and malpractice. 
1. Professor Joseph Dickinson, one of several Law
Center faculty who participated in the Russian 
program, meets his interpreter.
2. Faculty members arrive at Vologda State
Pedagogical Institute of Law
3,4. Russian students attend class.




THOSE WHO PUBLISH NOVELS, DICTIONARIES, MUSIC, VIDEOSAND GRAPHICS, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE NO GUARANTEE OF
PROFESSIONAL OR ECONOMIC SUCCESS. Their risks are similar to
those who sink shafts in search of oil. Sometimes they find a
gusher; more often, a dry hole. In both cases, if enterprises
are to continue, successful ventures must pay for those that
fail. As real property protects wildcatters, copyright helps
artists, authors and publishers recover their investments.
At one time, only works visible to the naked eye were
copyrightable, but that has long since changed. Now, works
capable of perception only by use of VCRs or computers, for
example, enjoy the same protection as books, paintings and
sculpture.
In 1994, William S. Strong reported that he had “heard
Chicken Littles say that the sky is falling in on copyright
owners” in the digital age and predicted to the contrary.1
He was right; publishers’ problems may have changed in 
degree but not in kind. For at least three decades, photo-
copiers have posed similar risks.
Consider, for example, a 1970s dispute between a 
publisher of specialized journals and two federal libraries.2
Because the libraries were distributing copies of many 
articles, the publisher feared for its long-term existence. It
expected such copying to reduce journal subscriptions,
making them more expensive and feeding a potentially fatal
spiral of fewer subscribers and higher prices. Nevertheless,
the publisher lost on the basis of a fair use test developed by
the courts to balance the needs of both publishers and the
public. The nonprofit, governmental status of defendants 
no doubt played a role but perhaps not as much as the 
publisher’s inability to do more than anticipate harm.
Photocopiers have since had little effect on most pub-
lishers. In the case of books and many other works, photo-
copies are a poor substitute. In the case of journal articles,
although limited copies can still be distributed by libraries,3
it is inconvenient to receive them by mail, and ones sent by
fax are only marginally readable. Thus journal sales contin-
ue, often principally to libraries.
Despite arriving more quickly and being identical to
originals, digital copies are unlikely to have a significantly
larger effect. While it is theoretically possible to distribute
further copies within an institution or elsewhere, it is im-
practical without, say, posting borrowed material on the
web. If that were done, it would be both easily spotted and
proven. Moreover, substantial penalties may be imposed on
behalf of those whose works have been purloined.4
Regarding one firm that recently tried to use a public
benefit argument to justify a scheme for unauthorized distri-
bution of copyrighted music over the web, a judge said:5
Stripped to its essence, defendant’s “consumer
protection” argument amounts to nothing more
than a bald claim that defendant should be able
to misappropriate plaintiffs’ property simply be-
cause there is a consumer demand for it.
In a sequel, the judge also imposed statutory damages of 
approximately $118 million, saying:6
[T]he potential for huge profits in the rapidly 
expanding world of the Internet is the lure that
tempted an otherwise generally responsible 
company... to break the law, and that will also
tempt others... if too low a level is set for 
statutory damages....
Yet, copyright protection is problematic for digital
works that have weak or no copyright protection. No copy-
right exists in works such as those of Shakespeare or Degas,
for example, so they can be copied by anyone. Instant web
access to such things accounts for much of the internet’s 
appeal. After someone puts them on the web, however, what
prevents others from copying the digital version? Even if
copyright was available, independent effort is a defense.
Copiers may claim to have digitized the works independently.
This is something they have every right to do, and it could
be difficult to prove otherwise.
Similar problems are faced by many internet-related
works. Databases that underlie search engines, for example,
are very important. If information on the web can’t be
found, it may as well not exist. Those who provide search
services must recover costs to continue, but how? Copiers
may not only claim independent origin, but they will also
rely on a 1991 Supreme Court case finding telephone direc-












Those facing double doubts about copyright availabili-
ty and enforceability often resort to various kinds of self-
help.8 Meanwhile, others are hard at work to counter such
efforts.9 In 1998, Congress forbade the sale and use of
means to circumvent “copyright protection schemes,”10 but
the prohibition did not immediately go into effect. Rather,
the Librarian of Congress James Billington, with the assis-
tance of Copyright Register Mary Beth Peters, was given two
years to examine the need for possible exemptions. They
were also given the power to enact rules limiting the reach
of the anticircumvention prohibitions.
Two exemptions were granted last October but did not
facilitate access to works with, at best, weak copyright 
protection. Although some had strongly advocated such 
exemptions, Mr. Billington found no justification. Now
some librarians, rather than content providers, claim that
the sky is falling. The American Library Association (ALA),
for example, promptly accused the Librarian of ruling
“against the American public and library users by negating
fair use in the digital arena.”11 It also predicted that “users of
digital information will have fewer rights and opportunities
than users of print information.” Its President went so far as
to accuse Mr. Billington of “taking away from students, 
researchers, teachers and librarians the long standing basic
right of ‘fair use’ to our Nation’s digital resources.”
The ALA’s position is based in part on an expectation
that a pay-per-view model will dominate, exacerbating a
“digital divide” said to separate internet “haves” from “have-
nots.” Yet, accelerating power and speed, coupled with the
decelerating cost of internet access, make it hard to believe
that the number of people excluded from the internet will
long exceed the number who lack telephones or televisions.
Moreover, as Mr. Billington noted, after indicating why 
pay-per-use may actually be best for some users: “The
record in this proceeding does not reveal that ‘pay-per-use’
business models have, thus far, created the adverse impacts
on the ability of users... that would justify any exemp-
tions....”12
Mr. Billington and Ms. Peters should be applauded for
demanding proof rather than predictions that the sky will
fall. The game is far from over because the statute provides
for another round of rule making every three years. Should
something change, as the Librarian indicated, adjustments
can then be made.
Yet, aside from some single source works perhaps, it is
hard to imagine what adjustments could ever be warranted.
For important, if not critical, internet needs to continue to be
met, providers must recoup costs. Anyone who dislikes their
prices or other conditions for access may compete, with the
same opportunity to recover their costs as they see fit.
Professor Field is an original member of the Law Center’s 
faculty and founded its quarterly journal, Risk: Health, Safety
& Environment, in 1989. He is a charter member of the U.S.
Patents Quarterly editorial advisory board and has contributed
many articles and comments to IDEA, the Law Center’s 
intellectual property journal. Professor Field’s discussions on
intellectual property for authors, inventors, artists and pro-
grammers are available at the Law Center’s website. Before
those discussions were available on the web, over 100,000
copies were published and distributed by the Law Center and
the Small Business Administration.
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ONOR ROLLHThank you to everyone who so generously donated to“Investing in the Future” 1999-2000. This year’s campaignfocus is “Building More Than A Building–Building Excellence2000-2001.” Franklin Pierce Law Center is dedicated topreparing its students not only to work toward successful 
careers, but to be responsible citizens with the highest regard
for the well being of others. The continued support of alumni
and friends will ensure that Law Center graduates will enter
the global community ready to lead.
We are deeply grateful to the individuals and organizations
listed on our Honor Roll 1999–2000. The Honor Roll reflects
donations from July 1, 1999 to June 31, 2000. All names are 
listed by levels of giving. Pledges are not included. If your
name was inadvertently omitted, please accept our apologies
and notify us of the error. We will print a correction in the
next issue of The Advocate.
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Edith Cahn
Sharon Callahan
Danforth Cardozo III ’80
Joseph M. Carreiro ’96
Kevin J. Carroll ’95
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Amy T. Chisholm  
Joseph Chobany
Mark P. Ciotola ’88
Gregory J. Cohan  
Julia R. Cohen ’94
David N. Cole
Andrew Coppola  
Schuyler B. Crawford ’80  
Jinsu Zhenxiu Dai ’92
John F. Dalsey ’83
G. Keith deBrucky ’77
Rosemary H. DeFilippo ’78
Margaret A. Demos ’80
Douglas Detweiler
Janet F. DeVito ’84
Elizabeth A. Donovan ’93
Michael L. Donovan ’86 
Susan J. Doty ’98
Daniel J. Dubord ’77 
Teresa A. Dubuque’81
Mary Lou Dufault ’80
James E. Duggan
Stephanie Eaton ’90 
Paul A. Epstein ’79
Robert E. Epstein ’79
Stephen R. Finch ’99
Hilda W. Fleisher ’81
Hans-Gunther Foraita
Michael B. Forte ’77 
Carol Friedman
Donald G. Frizzell
Gustavo G. Garcia ’82
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Charles W. Gathungu ’00
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Maria J. Getoff ’93
James D. Gleason ’78
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Daniel M. Glosband
Andrea J. Goldberg ’85
John J. Goodfellow ’78
Gregory E. Gore ’81
Kathleen Goulet ’90
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Karin A. Gregory ’88
Howard Gross ’84
David T. Griffiths ’92
Michael F. Hacker ’89
Holly B. Haines ’00
Matthew P. Hallisey ’94
Margaret D. Hallyburton ’96
Nicholas J. Harding ’78
Michael P. Harman ’91
Suzanne M. Harvey ’97
Susan H. Hassan ’00
Everard E. Hatch III ’93
Erich Hemm ’99




Marcia M. Heroux ’87
Hewlett-Packard Company
Anne M. Hill ’87 
Joel E. Hoffman
Anne C. Holihan ’84
Hampton W. Howard ’96 
Kenneth R. Human ’77
Christopher L. Irving ’85
Gloria G. Isla del Campo ’88
Stephen A. Izzi ’83
Richard G. Jacoby ’95
Tara E. Jankner ’94
Mitchell B. Jean ’83
Lawrence R. Jones ’87
Robert M. Keating ’80
Timothy J. Keefer ’90
Eugene J. Kelly, Jr. ’88
Barbara R. Keshen
Robert T. Kfoury ’87
Ruth B. Kinney ’93
Diane L. Kort ’98
Terry W. Kramer
Michael W. Krenicky ’00 
Jane R. Lawrence ’77
Jae Min Lee ’95
Jeong-Woo Lee ’94
Christopher J. Lent ’95 
Dirk S. Levinsohn ’95
Jay H. Litzman ’78 
Teresa A. Lozinger Amato ’90
James A. MacLeod ’87
Barry L. MacMichael ’79 
Kathleen L. Maher ’89
John P. Maldjian ’95
Aleta R. Manugian ’98
Robert C. Martell ’00
Jeffrey C. Matthews ’00 
Joseph R. Mazziotti ’78
Kevin J. McAllister ’81
Marcia P. McCormack ’89
Sean P. McGraw ’94
Fred E. McKelvey
Sarah McPartland-Good ’88
Elizabeth R. Milbrath ’84
Jeremey A. Miller ’00 
Frank Monopoli
Alyce T. Moore ’89
Robert I. Morgan ’88
Robert W. Moses
David J. Mullett ’81
Peter R. Munson ’97
Tina L. Nadeau ’89
Kenneth R. Nielsen ’83
Macon L. Nixon 
Lauren J. Noether ’82
Moira Notargiacomo ’91
Stephen R. Park ’77
W. Eric Pedersen ’77
Bernard J. Pelczar
Leigh A. Penfield ’92
Gentle Peng
John P. Perrault ’79




Parker B. Potter, Jr. ’99
Linda T. Raczek ’79
Nicholas G. Radano ’76
Sarah E. Redfield
Alan G. Rego ’00
E. Maria Reinemann ’00
Nancy Richards-Stower ’76
Anne S. Richmond ’78
Roach & Carpenter, P.C.
Elizabeth G. Rose ’85
Brien G. Rousseau ’87
Arnold Rubin
Benjamin M. Rubin ’96  
David N. Sandberg ’81
Tracy A. Scavarelli ’00
Bette-Jo A. Scott ’88
Lance C. Shader ’82
William L. Sharwell ’91
Karen M. Shea ’86
Edward E. Shumaker III
Barry Simon ’76
Mark L. Sisti ’79 
William R. Slye
Donald M. Smith   ’97
Julie L. Smith ’89
Martin F. Smith, Jr. ’92
David G. Stahl 
William H. Steinmetz ’91
Kathleen A. Sternenberg ’91
Janet I. Stockhausen ’87
Elhanan C. Stone
Michele M. Straube ’79
Jeffery A. Strelzin ’91
Amad Tayebi 
M. Nancy Tayebi ’99
Charles S. Temple ’85 
L. Bruce Terry ’92
Texaco, Inc.
Tina L. Theroux Annis ’00
Yuji Toda ’99
Lauren S. Vallari ’86
Vanessa J. Varone ’83
James W. Volz ’81
Lloyd A. Walmsley ’76
Ann B. Webb ’79
Thomas A. Welch ’90
Michael J. Whitehead ’00
Harry J. Willis ’77
Jeffrey A. Wilson ’00 
Barbara Yacos 
Laurie G. Yadoff ’81
Lucy Xiaobei Yang ’95
Douglas Zhang ’90
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Tina L. Nadeau ’89
Richard Nale ’76










































Alumni Volunteer Honor Roll
Law Center faculty, staff and students are enormously grateful for the 
continued support of alumni volunteers. The individuals listed below have
graciously “given back” to the Law Center this past year by donating their
time and expertise on countless projects. Thank you to all.
ALUMNI VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
There are a variety of alumni volunteer opportunities available to suit a 
diversity of interests, backgrounds, areas of expertise, time constraints, and
geographical locations. For further information on any of the volunteer 
opportunities listed below, please contact Alumni Director Nancy Weist
Brooks, at (603) 228-1541 x1181, or via email at nbrooks@fplc.edu.
• Admissions liaison for admitted applicants
• Assisting the Public Interest Coalition 
with its spring fundraiser
• Hosting an alumni reception or event
• Participating in panels/special programs
• Serving as a regional admissions 
representative
• Serving as a Reunion 2001 class co-chair
• Serving as an E-Advisor
• Working with student organizations
14
“What I most appreciate about Franklin
Pierce Law Center is the commitment to
each student as an individual. I started law
school after many years of working in the
health care field. My faculty advisor helped
me to individualize my legal education to















































































































BU I L D I N G EX C E L L E N C E 2000–2001
Intellectual property students
gain experience as both editors
and writers for IDEA: 
The Journal of Law and
Technology. 
Faculty and staff join ground-
breaking ceremony for the new


















































































































A rich and diverse student body 
enables students to build lasting
friendships around the globe.
Christine Morin ’96 and
Catherine Shanelaris ’92 
help to protect the rights 
of children and families. 
Scott F. Johnson ’97 
specializes in education
and employment law. 
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Odds are every kid, big or small, has had their hands on that wiry, steel-gray, stair-hopping American classic toy affectionately
known as a SlinkyTM. Chances are good, too, that one of the original metal Slinkys, or perhaps one of the newer, colorful, two-
toned plastic versions, can be found in the attics, kid’s toy chests or even kitchen drawers in most households across the USA. 
And if “big kids” Earl W. Duval and Joseph P. Reagen, both 1992 Franklin Pierce Law Center graduates, have their way, every
home will soon have a ShapeMateTM, the new American classic “wannabe.”   
The ShapeMate is a new foldable toy made up of a number of links that can be manipulated to make letters, numbers and
shapes. When manipulated, the joints make an addictive clicking noise. Licensed to James Industries, Inc., owner of Slinky, Klixx
and POOF, ShapeMate had its debut at the American International Toy Fair in New York in February 2000.  
Duval and Reagen are business partners in the new venture, appropriately named “Big Kids, Inc.”
And for these two practicing attorneys, playing with toys and creating new ones has be-
come second nature. Duval practices business and corporate law with the firm of
Duval & Bellone in Stoneham, MA, that he founded in 1994 with alumnus Eric T.
Bellone ’92. Reagen is counsel to the Chicago firm of Gardner, Carton & Douglas
where he practices intellectual property litigation.
“I have always had a box of ideas,” explains
Duval. “My father-in-law, Luther Drake, who
works at a foundry in New Hampshire has
always had a similar box. 
17
B Y SH A R O N CA L L A H A N
The first concept to make it out of the box was the
ShapeMate. It is no secret that the concept came from the
wooden carpenter’s ruler. Luke has fifteen grandchildren who
all play with his carpenter’s ruler. I remember playing with my
grandfather’s carpenter ruler as a kid. One thing led to the
other, and we designed the ShapeMate. I came up with the
name ShapeMate because you can make all the letters of the
alphabet, single and double digit numbers, and primary
shapes.”  And according to Duval, “The shapes are limited
only by one’s creativity. My favorite is the giraffe.”
“But it had to be more than what the carpenter ruler is,” said
Duval, “I wanted to make all the joints make noise, I wanted to
get them to make a click, a ‘ratchety’ noise. Drake suggested
‘little tabs that could be used for feet or tails. That was about
two years ago, that’s when this all started,” explains Duval.
To get the ShapeMate to market, Duval did a great deal of ad-
vance work. He and his father-in -law built prototypes in the
garage. He worked with his mother, Terry A. Pelchat, who he
describes as an amazing artist in her own right, as well as one
of his clients, who is a graphic artist and product designer.
Duval worked on the project for nearly six months before he
contacted classmate Joseph Reagen. “We have always kept in
touch,” says Duval.
“When Earl first approached me with the ShapeMate idea and
the idea of forming the Big Kids Company, I was amazed by
Earl’s enthusiasm for the toy and the business concept, as
well as the long-term potential for such a company,” says Joe.
“Earl’s enthusiasm was quickly contagious, and I immediately
signed on to the idea of going into business with him to pur-
sue the ShapeMate and other ideas.” 
Together, Duval and Reagen developed an eighth generation
prototype, and fine-tuned their marketing and packaging 
materials before they approached any of the national toy
manufacturers. A plastics engineer, a referral from one of
Duval’s clients, developed the first prototype by rendering
several hand made models. “As soon as we were confident
that the model would work, we had an injection mold built
that gave us about 500 parts that we hand assembled, and 
assembled, and assembled,” explains Duval.
Earl Duval
TM
With their materials completed, they went to Hasbro first
because “We had a contact there,” says Duval. “We met with
the Games & Puzzles division on one day and Playskool the
next, but the ShapeMate did not fit Hasbro’s toy scheme.
Hasbro kindly referred us to Learning Smith. Learning Smith
said, “We will take 30,000 units,” says Duval. With Duval
ready to manufacture, package and distribute from his garage,
Reagan asked for a referral to a potential marketing partner.
Learning Smith then referred Duval and Reagen to Schylling &
Associates, Ipswich, MA, and to POOF Toys, Plymouth, MI.
“Our fifth presentation was to POOF,” says Duval, “where
we met with the president and the director of new acquisi-
tions. Within the first 15 minutes, they said, ‘We’ll take it.’” 
POOF is owned by James Industries, Inc. which owns Slinky
and KLIXX brand toys. They were required to further 
engineer the concept and deliver final engineered plans in a
format popularly known in the manufacturing industry as
PRO E 3D.
Patents have been granted for both the ShapeMate and its
companion board game, ShapeSchool. ShapeSchool features a
schoolyard in which players move around the board, based
on the roll of the die. When a player lands on a square, the
player is required to make the shape shown on the square
within a one minute time limit.  
“We have also created a ShapeMate interactive classroom,”
says Duval, “that features a package of ShapeMates for 
different classroom activities that can be utilized by the 
teachers. It’s a learning tool for both letters and numbers. 
I have shown it to many learning specialists and teachers and
they all love it,” says Duval.
“Our company, Big Kids, Inc., owns the intellectual property
rights,” explains  Duval. “We have licensed it to James
Industries. We receive a royalty and they have rights for 
manufacturing, marketing and distribution.” ShapeMates are
currently being manufactured in China. 
“Big Kids has obtained a number of Federal trademark regis-
trations and patents regarding the ShapeMate product line
and is actively pursuing the development of new products and
obtaining intellectual property assets to cover those new
products,” says Reagen. 
Duval attended the most recent New York International 
Toy Fair held at the Jacob Javits Center in New York this 
past February, and he will likely be attending them for years
to come. “It was just fantastic to see our toy hanging there,”
says Duval. 
James Industries will distribute ShapeMate for the first time
this holiday season. “This type of item is an impulse buy. 
They will give it to their brokers, who will give it to the 
various stores. It will be one of the new toys on the shelf,”
explains Duval.
Duval and Reagen have a dozen different products that they
are working on right now, some of which are toys, others are
outside the toy arena. They also have a second toy that is
currently licensed with James Industries that will be shown at
the American International Toy Fair in February 2001. They
also have a third product  in the wings, a tub toy. 
“We are very pleased with the progress of the business so
far,” adds Reagen.
Duval’s advice to others is sound. “When you have an idea,
you write it down, you think about it....but the key to success
is follow through. To borrow Nike’s saying, Duval says, “Just
do it.” 
“If anyone has some ideas, give me a call,” says Duval. “I have
a number of friends and colleagues calling me saying, ‘I have
an idea, can you help me? It’s a great creative outlet to the
everyday practice.”
Duval grew up in Belmont, NH, and earned his BA degree in
marketing and MA degree in communications from the
University of Denver before attending Franklin Pierce Law
Center. An entrepreneur early on, he marketed silk-screened
boxer shorts for his fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, while in
college. Duval and his wife, Charlene Drake, have a daughter,
Jasmin, age 6, son Noah, age 2, and are expecting another child
later this year.
Reagan, originally from Chicago, received his BS degree
in mechanical engineering from the University of Illinois. He
holds a JD and MIP from the Law Center.  He and his wife,
Abby L Grishkat ‘91, have a son, Christopher, age 2 1/2.
Reagen practices intellectual property litigation internationally.
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F. Dane Buck, Jr.
1943–1999
The FPLC family lost one of its most loved members when
Dane Buck died on March 14, 1999, after a year-long strug-
gle with cancer. Despite the fact that he suffered from 
serious coronary problems in the 24 years he was at FPLC,
Dane was full of life, brightening the day for those around
him. He not only bore his burdens without complaint and
in good spirits, he refused to let his problems suppress his
zest for life. 
Dane will always be remembered for his elegance. He was
a gentle person, generous of spirit, blessed with enormous
talent, intelligence, charm and wit. He shared his creative
gifts with the Law Center community in and out of the
classroom. In time, the Law Center will find a gifted
teacher of tax and wealth transmission. But we are not
likely to see the likes of F. Dane Buck again. Through the
tough times and the good, Dane succeeded in demonstrat-






The Law Center recently
broke ground for a new $3.6
million addition to be named
in honor of the late F. Dane
Buck, Jr. Official ground-
breaking ceremonies were
held on September 22 during
Reunion Weekend 2000.
According to Dean John
Hutson, “A lead gift of
$360,000 from Law Center
founder Robert H. Rines is a
key to making this new facil-
ity a reality for the Law
Center. The building will be
named in memory of the late
F. Dane Buck, Jr. who taught
at the Law Center for 24
years.”
“Professor Buck, a for-
mer tax attorney on Wall
Street, was hired by Rines in
the early 1970s,” said Hutson.
“Rines appreciated Buck’s ef-
forts over the years in ex-
panding the Law Center and
its curriculum, and admired
his teaching abilities and
easy rapport with his stu-
dents. The new building is a
testament to his legacy.”
The addition, approxi-
mately 16,000 square feet,
will feature: a “smart class-
room”, with seating for 70 to
90 students, equipped with
state-of-the art electronic
and non-electronic presenta-
tion technology; a second
classroom, with seating for
25-35 students, designed to
facilitate distance learning;
no fewer than nine offices;
and space for housing the
Law Center’s consolidated
clinical programs.  
Buck left behind a ca-
reer on Wall Street to join
the faculty in 1974 where he
was charged to develop new
courses integrating the law
of federal taxation with state
business and inheritance
law. At the Law Center, he
taught Business Entities
Taxation, Estate Planning,
Personal Income Tax, and
Wealth Transmissions. 
“Upon graduation
from law school,” Buck
wrote for the Law Center’s
admissions bulletin, “I en-
tered the private practice of
law in New York City.
During the more than four
years of smog, high prices
and rapid-transit horror, I
labored in the canyons of
Wall Street, representing 
individuals, estates and
trusts in their parries and
thrusts with the Internal 
Revenue Service, charitable
corporations in their at-
tempts to remain solvent, and
savings banks in their efforts
Breaking Ground, page 20
Law Center Breaks Ground for $3.6 Million Building Addition on Washington Street
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New Hampshire Governor
Jeanne Shaheen today an-
nounced the nomination of
Franklin Pierce Law Center
Professor James E. Duggan
to the New Hampshire
Supreme Court. The nomi-
nation will go before the
Executive Council. The
council will vote on the
nomination following a pub-
lic hearing scheduled for
mid-December.* Governor
Shaheen is hopeful that the
appointment can be con-
firmed before a new council
is sworn in on January 4,
2001.
In her official state-
ment, Shaheen praised
Duggan “As someone who
has appeared in more than
300 cases at the Supreme
Court, James Duggan not
only knows his law, he 
understands the court's
strengths and weaknesses.
He possesses all the qualities I
believe New Hampshire re-
quires in a judicial candidate:
integrity, legal knowledge
and ability, dedication, judi-
cial temperament and a deep
commitment to ensuring
justice for all citizens of New
Hampshire.”
“The Law Center is de-
lighted that Governor
Shaheen has nominated
Professor Duggan for this
post, comments Dean John
D. Hutson. Not only is he a
superior educator and
lawyer, he is an outstanding
individual. Based on his
lengthy and distinguished
career as a teacher, a scholar
and an appellate lawyer at
the Law Center, he will
bring a pragmatic and well-
rounded profile of high ac-
complishment to the court.” 
Director of the
Appellate Defender Program,
Duggan has been a member
of the Law Center faculty
since 1977. He served as in-
terim dean at Franklin
Pierce from 1997-1999. He
appears in both state and




Dean Albert “Buzz” Scherr,
“Duggan has been instru-
mental in the growth of the
school, from its years as a
young up-start to its current
position as a well-respected
national and international
education institution. His
work has been crucial in de-
veloping our criminal law
program which has pro-
duced many prosecutors and
defense lawyers in this and
other states.” Duggan has
taught a variety of courses at






the Annual Survey of New
Hampshire Law. 
A long-term member
of the New Hampshire Bar
Association’s board of gover-
nors, he founded its criminal
justice section. He was elect-
ed to the American Academy
of Appellate Lawyers in
1993. In 1991, he was
named Merrimack County
“Lawyer of the Year” and
elected to the American
College of Trial Lawyers
Association. He previously
served as chair of the New
Hampshire Board of Claims,
as a New Hampshire bar ex-
aminer and as a board mem-
ber of the New Hampshire
Bar Foundation. He super-
vises production of the
Annual Survey of New
Hampshire Law, a legal pub-
lication entirely researched
and written by Law Center
students,
Duggan received his
AB and JD degrees from
Georgetown University.  A
native of Laconia, he resides
in Amherst, NH. 





cont’d from page 19
to compete with a labyrinth
of federal and state controls.
Motivated among other
things by a desire to recog-
nize autumn when it occurs,
I moved to New Hampshire
and joined the faculty of
Franklin Pierce Law Center
in 1974.”
“I want to add this final
sentimental point,” he con-
tinued, “I have taught else-
where from time to time, for
variety and perspective, and
there is no place like home.
The Law Center is a special
institution, open, committed
and caring, where profes-
sional excellence and a hu-
manity of environment
achieve an almost perfect
blend. I am very proud of
this place, and I think that I
did not make a mistake when
I came in search of autumn
many years ago.”
Buck established the
state’s first Nursing Home
Ombudsman Program, and
served as the director of the
New Hampshire Association
for the Elderly. He earned
his AB degree from Brown
University, JD from Syracuse
University, and LLM from
Boston University.
Architects for the
building project are LaVallee
& Brensinger of Manchester,
NH. Construction will be
managed by Harvey
Construction of Bedford, NH
and is scheduled to be com-
pleted in the spring of 2001. 
Professor James Duggan Receives Nomination to 




Kevin M, Cathcart, executive
director of the Lambda Legal
Defense and Education
Fund, was the featured
speaker at the Ninth Annual
Judge Hugh H. Bownes
Forum on Civil Rights held
in October. His talk, entitled
“Same Sex Marriage: A Civil
Right,” focused on issues sur-
rounding the legal status of
same sex couples. Bradford
E. Cook, senior partner and
immediate past president 
of Sheehan, Phinney, Bass
and Green Professional
Association, Manchester of-
fered response and comment. 
Executive director of
Lambda since 1992,
Cathcart is a national
spokesperson and strategist
in the movement to achieve
full recognition of civil
rights for lesbians, gay men
and people with HIV. Based
in New York, NY, Lambda is
a national organization com-
mitted to achieving full
recognition of the civil
rights for lesbians, gay men
and people with HIV/AIDS
through impact litigation,
education and public policy
work. Under Cathcart's lead-
ership, Lambda pursues
state-by state efforts to se-
cure parenting and adoption
rights for lesbians and gay
men, to ensure safety in
schools for lesbian and gay




have been heard during
Cathcart’s tenure, including
Dale v. Boy Scouts of
America, in which the New
Jersey Supreme Court ruled
unanimously that the Boy
Scouts could not expel a
member for being gay. The
case is now before the
United States Supreme
Court.  Lambda also served
as co-counsel in Romer v.
Evans, in which the court
ruled for the first time that
lesbians, gay men, and bi-
sexuals are entitled to equal
protection under the consti-
tution. Through its Marriage
Project, Lambda also spear-
heads a national coalition to
win the freedom to marry.
Lambda's recent participa-
tion as an amicus in Baker v.
Vermont, prompted state
legislators to create “civil
unions,” a new marital sta-
tus for gay couples.
A longtime leader in
the lesbian and gay commu-
nity, Cathcart served as 
executive director of the Gay
& Lesbian Advocates &
Defenders (GLAD) in Boston
from 1984-1992. He has
served on the boards of the
National Lesbian and Gay





is a graduate of Richard
Stockton State College and
Harvard Graduate School of




as counsel and legislative
representative, Diocese of
Manchester and legislative
representative of Diocese of
Manchester. A member of
the New Hampshire Bar
since 1973, Cook earned his
JD degree from Cornell
University Law School in
1973, and undergraduate de-
gree from the University of
New Hampshire in 1970.
The Law Center estab-
lished the Judge Hugh H.
Bownes Forum on Civil
Rights in 1992 as an annual
commemoration of the writ-
ing of the Bill of Rights.
Named after United
States First Circuit Court
Judge Hugh H. Bownes, the
Forum is the Law Center’s
annual renewal of its dedica-
tion to the protection of in-
dividual rights and liberties,
and its testimonial to a man
whose life’s work is commit-
ted to these ideals.
BOWNES FORUM: Same Sex Marriages
Angela Mae Kupenda Named Distinguished Visiting Professor 
of Teaching Effectiveness for 2000 - 2001
Attorney, author and lectur-
er, Angela Mae Kupenda is
the Law Center's fourth dis-
tinguished visiting professor
of teaching effectiveness.
Kupenda is currently associ-
ate professor of law at
Mississippi College School of
Law where she teaches
Constitutional Law, Civil
Rights, First Amendment,
Contracts, and Race and the
Law. She served as a judicial
law clerk on the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals, as a judi-
cial law clerk on the
Eleventh Circuit Court of
Appeals and interned with
the Constitutional Torts
Section of the U.S.
Department of Justice.
Kupenda has also practiced
in banking litigation at
Arnold & Porter in
Washington, D.C., and ap-
pellate litigation at Phelps
Dunbar in Jackson, MI. The
recipient of numerous acade-
mic honors and awards,
Kupenda ranked first in her
class in law school and was
associate editor of the Law
Review. She has written ex-
tensively and lectured inter-
nationally in the area of race,
gender and the law. She re-
ceived a BS degree (summa
cum laude) from Jackson
State University, an MA de-
gree from the University of
Pennsylvania, The Wharton





Dean John Hutson appoint-
ed several new members to
the faculty this fall. They in-
clude: Keith F. Barnaby of
Concord, NH, director of the
Criminal Practice Clinic and
visiting professor of law; Jon
M. Garon, formerly of
Mission Viejo, CA, professor
of law; Brigette Siff Holmes
of Hopkinton, NH, director
of Community Lawyering;
Kimberly Kirkland of
Newbury, NH, professor of
law; and Sophie Sparrow of
Sunapee, NH, director of
legal writing and visiting
professor of law.
As director of the
Criminal Practice Clinic,
Barnaby will be responsible
for supervising students rep-
resenting defendants at the
trial level in state court. He
taught Advanced Trial
Advocacy as a member of
the adjunct faculty. Prior to
joining the Law Center,
Barnaby served as the training
director at the New
Hampshire Public Defender’s
Office, where he designed
and implemented clinical
and classroom training for
attorneys, administrators
and staff members. From
1992–1996, he was a partner
with Wager & Barnaby, a
statewide litigation and
transactional law firm in
California, and from
1989–1992, practiced in
Keene, NH with Schweizer
& Barnaby. He served as a
law clerk for the Sierra Club
Legal Defense Fund, Denver,
CO, and has volunteered ex-
tensively for nonprofit orga-
nizations including the
Greenbelt Alliance and the
Vermont Audubon Society.
He received his BA from
Colgate University and JD
from the University of
Denver College of Law.
An experienced attor-
ney, Garon specializes in
transactional law in the
areas of  entertainment, high
technology, and e-com-
merce. He is a former associ-
ate professor and associate
dean for academic affairs at
Western State University
College of Law. From
1994–1996, Professor Garon
served as counsel for the
patent, trademark and copy-
right firm of Hawes &
Fisher, Newport Beach, CA,
where he negotiated and
drafted software, multime-
dia, and music agreements
and structured motion pic-
ture financing and distribu-
tion. He also managed a solo
practice from 1990–1993,
specializing in entertain-
ment, corporate and real es-
tate law. He served as a




the Business Law Section of
the State Bar of California.
He received his BA from the
University of Minnesota 
and JD from Columbia
University School of Law.
He will teach Copyright Law
Entertainment Law and
Intellectual Property Taxes.
Siff Holmes will 
direct the Law Center’s
Community Lawyering
Program, working with and
counseling Community
Lawyering students regard-
ing course selection, career
paths, externships and em-
ployment, as well as develop-
ing this innovative program
and its curriculum. Former
assistant dean for student af-
fairs at the Law Center, she
served previously as deputy
clerk of court for the State of
New Hampshire Court
System, supervising the
Civil, Equity and Criminal
Divisions and overseeing the
start-up of the court spon-
sored ADR program in
Merrimack County. She
worked as a public defender
for seven years, representing
clients charged with juve-
nile, misdemeanor and
felony offenses in New
Hampshire and Alaska. As a
public defender in Alaska,
she traveled extensively, rep-
resenting indigent clients in
remote towns and villages
throughout the state. She
also served for one year as a
judicial law clerk for the
Alaska Superior Court and as
a judicial extern to the
Alaska Supreme Court. She
received a BA from the
University of Virginia and JD
from Golden Gate University
School of Law.
An experienced litiga-
tor, Kirkland taught courses
in legal writing at the Law
Center as a member of the
adjunct faculty. She is a for-
mer partner with Upton,
Sanders & Smith, Concord,
NH where her trial practice





Kirkland served as an associ-
ate with Goulston & Storrs,
Faculty, Cont’d next page
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Boston, MA. She is treasurer
of the Board of Governors of
the New Hampshire Trial
Lawyers Association and a
member for the New
Hampshire chapter of the
Employment Lawyers
Association. She earned her
BA from Williams College
and JD from Northeastern
University School of Law.




Law Center’s legal skills pro-
grams. An experienced at-
torney and teacher, Sparrow
taught legal writing while at-
tending Harvard Law School
and through courses at the
College for Life Long
Learning, Lebanon, NH. She
recently co-authored a book
for supervising attorneys,
entitled, The Lawyer as
Supervisor, Manager, and
Motivator. From 1993–1996,
she served as assistant dean
of career services at Franklin
Pierce Law Center. She
worked as a paralegal in the
New York District Attorneys
Office, New York, NY, a staff
attorney for New Hampshire
Legal Assistance and as an
associate attorney at a New
Hampshire law firm prior to
joining Franklin Pierce in
1991. Sparrow earned her
BA at Harvard/Radcliffe
College and JD from Harvard
Law School. She will teach
Legal Skills I and II.
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NEWSBRIEFS
Joan M. Parker Memorial Fund Established
The Law Center recently es-
tablished the Joan M. Parker
Memorial Fund honoring the
late Joan M. Parker who
served for nearly 25 years as
the administrative assistant to
the dean. She died August 9,
2000, at the age of 65.
Parker joined the Law
Center in 1974, and worked
for both founder Robert Rines
and former dean and presi-
dent, the late Robert M. Viles. 
“She embodied the
spirit of the Law Center,”
said Professor James E.
Duggan. “She was a true pro-
fessional who treated people
with respect. To her, this
school was part of her family.
She was loyal and dedicated
to seeing it succeed.”
Funds contributed to
the memorial fund will be
used to purchase a bench for
the outside courtyard adja-
cent to the new F. Dane
Buck, Jr. building. According
to Director of Development
Terrence Cromwell, “Joan’s 
family members have been
very supportive in this effort.
It is literally a way to remem-
ber one of our longest and
fondest friends. The bench is
a permanent addition to the
FPLC landscape that is 
harmonious with Joan’s
thoughtful compassion, 
allowing others to feel her
giving spirit.”
Donations may be des-
ignated to the Joan M. Parker
Memorial Fund during the
“Building More Than A
Building, Building Excellence
2000–2001” campaign. 
United States presidential candidates campaigned extensively in New Hampshire this
year. At the request of students who extended invitations to all the candidates,
Green Party candidate Ralph Nader visited the Law Center to talk about key issues.
Nader is pictured here with students  (l–rt.) Jamie Waldo ’02, Betsy Baker ’01,
Michele Eckley ’02, Joseph Cipolla ’02, Jeff Kobulnick ’03, Julia Bazalduao ’03 and
Kelly Mullen ’0l.
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Law Center Creates Eric Neisser 
National Moot Court Competition
The creation of the Eric
Neisser National Moot Court
Competition on Education
Law was recently announced
by Dean John D. Hutson.
Neisser served as dean of the
Law Center for four months




of the competition was made
during a special ceremony
held in November to unveil a
commissioned portrait of the
late Dean Neisser that will be
now be on permanent display
at the Law Center.
In his remarks at the
ceremony, Dean Hutson said,
“Eric provides a towering 
figure in this institution and
always will. We want to re-
member and honor him in
several ways. The moot court
competition in education law
that will be instituted here
next year will be named in
honor and memory of Eric.
This is something that will
endure as long at this institu-
tion endures. The portrait
that we have commissioned
and that will be unveiled
today, will also honor his
memory and work here.”
The pencil portrait was
drawn by artist Michael
Smiglowski of Pembroke,
NH. Joan Neisser, wife of the
late dean, and daughters,
Yvette and Michelle attended
the ceremony.
Pictured at the unveiling are his daughters Yvette and Michelle, wife Joan Neisser, and Professor 
Richard A. Hesse.
Assessment and the internet
in education will be at the
forefront of this year’s Eighth
Annual Education Law
Institute, a four-day legal 
education forum, to be held
July 23–26 at the Law
Center and in Washington,
DC, from October 7–10.
According to Professor
of Law Sarah Redfield, direc-
tor of the Law Center’s edu-
cation law programs, this
year’s institute presentations
and workshops will include
issues relating to special edu-
cation, education adequacy,
testing and Internet respon-
sibility and ownership.
The annual institute is
designed for teachers, princi-
pals, superintendents, special 
education administrators,
lawyers, advocates and law
students, and offers an exten-





clude Franklin Pierce Law
Center, the New Hampshire
Department of Education, the
New Hampshire Association
of School Principals, and the
New Hampshire School
Boards Association.
All programs are en-
dorsed by the National
Education Association and
are eligible for continuing
education credit. For 
additional information,
please e-mail Redfield at
sredfield@fplc.edu.
Education Law Instiute Goes to
Washington, DC
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LUMNI NEWSABY NA N C Y BR O O K S,  AL U M N I DI R E C T O RAlumni Receptions—From Boston to San FranciscoFranklin Pierce Law Center’s Alumni & Development Officehas been very busy planning a variety of alumni and special
events. In June, a New Hampshire Seacoast reception was
held at the home of Jeannie MacKay, treasurer and vice
president for business. Area alumni and their guests attend-
ed the Friday evening cocktail reception with several mem-
bers of the faculty and staff also in attendance.
After a brief summer hiatus, the alumni office hosted
an ice cream social to kick off the academic year. The entire
school was invited as the alumni and development staff was
up to their sticky elbows scooping bowls of ice cream to an
eager crowd. Everyone agreed that the most fun was choos-
ing the gooey toppings to pile on top of the ice cream.
On September 14, the Law Center and the New
Hampshire Bar Association hosted a reception to welcome
Dean John Hutson and to dedicate the new library study
rooms. A brief ceremony and champagne toast were held in
each of the study rooms, named after the law firms who
generously donated to the library renovation: Cleveland,
Waters & Bass; Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell; Ransmeier
& Spellman; Sulloway & Hollis; and Upton, Sanders &
Smith.
Reunion Weekend 2000 was a great success with over
two hundred alumni/ae, students, faculty, staff, and their
guests participating in a variety of activities including an
Alumni/Student Open Discussion, a Groundbreaking
Ceremony for the new F. Dane Buck, Jr. Building, Dean’s
Reception, 11th Annual Golf Tournament, Lake
Winnipesaukee Boat Cruise, Reunion Weekend 2000
Dinner, and Buck Bowl Scrimmage. Pictures from Reunion
Weekend 2000 are available for viewing at
www.fplc.edu/alumni/reunion2000/index.html.
Just as soon as Reunion Weekend 2000 wrapped up,
the Greater Philadelphia Alumni Association held a recep-
tion at the beautiful law offices of Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads. Tim Bergere ’83 graciously agreed to host
the event and over 35 alumni and guests enjoyed the views
of the Philadelphia skyline from the top of the 1927 Fidelity
Building. Less than a week later, the Law Center was the site
for the annual New Hampshire Rites of Passage Reception.
Following the induction ceremony into the New Hampshire
Bar, several alumni, their guests, and families returned to
the Law Center for hors d’oeuvres and a champagne toast.
That same week, thanks to the leadership of Daryl Dayian
’93, the Rhode Island Alumni Association held a reception
in Providence, the last of the FPLC alumni events scheduled
for the year 2000.
While 2000 is quickly winding down, the Alumni
Office has already begun to plan its 2001 Event Calendar
which includes regional alumni events once again in Boston,
New York City, Washington, DC, Philadelphia, Rhode
Island, and New Hampshire. In addition, we plan to add
events in San Francisco, Maine and North Carolina. Of
course, we will also be planning the annual reunion week-
end. If you are interested in assisting the alumni office with
any of these events, or have recommendations about other
event locations, please contact Nancy Weist Brooks at (603)
228-1541 x1181, or via email at nbrooks@fplc.edu.
Alumni Rebecca Margerum ’95, Allan Wheatcraft ’93 and Christine
Bailey Alff `98, with husband Douglas Alff, attended the Philadephia
reception hosted by Tim Bergere ’83 and held at the beautiful offices of
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads.
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LASS ACTIONSC1970s
David King ’77 was honored
by the Maine Bar Foundation
at the Maine State Bar
Association’s Awards
Luncheon on June 23, 2000,
for providing leadership in
pro bono participation
through his work with the
Volunteer Lawyers Project
(VLP). King received a 1999
Pro Bono Publico Award for
accepting the most pro bono
family cases by an attorney
from the VLP.
Larry Abramson ’78 and
his wife, Patti, live in Palm
Beach, FL, where he prac-
tices law and real estate.
They have three children,
Emily, Kate and Marc.
Stephanie Wickouski’ 79 is
the author of a new book
entitled Bankruptcy Crimes,
recently published by Beard
Group/Beard Books. It ex-
plores why the American
bankruptcy system is hailed
by foreign legal scholars but
scorned by the American
public, which often sees
debtors discharge huge lia-
bilities and emerge wealthy.
Wickouski is a partner with
Reed, Smith, Shaw & McClay.
1980s
Craig Smith ’82 was recent-
ly promoted to the rank of
Colonel. Craig serves as
Chief, Military Justice
Division, Air Force Legal
Services Agency and resides
in Annapolis, MD.
Susan Guiraudet ’83 has
opened a law office in
Concord, NH, and special-
izes in special education
and other juvenile matters.
Yvonne Zitta-Vider ’83 of
Odenton, MD, volunteers as
an art therapist at a local
mental health center.
Richard Wilder ’84 is a new
partner in the Washington,
DC, international law firm
of Powell, Goldstein, Frazer
& Murphy, LLP.
Gregory Couture ’86 was
recently elected an officer of
the firm Coolidge, Mathieu,
Barrington, Berube &
Couture, PA, Somersworth,




Ann Gancz ’86 was recently
selected as the federal docu-
ments librarian for the State
of Rhode Island. Her hus-
band, Armand Teixeira,
practices law in the Boston
area with Joe Borsellino ’87.
John DeLong ’87 has 
accepted a position with 
the Legal Aid Society of
Northeastern New York in
Saratoga Springs.
Gloria Isla del Campo MIP
’88 is CEO of Clake, Modet
& Company de Mexico, SA,
Mexico City, Mexico.
William B. Ritchie ’88 has
joined the Intellectual
Property Practice Group of
the law firm of McLane,
Graf, Raulerson &
Middleton. Ritchie is an ad-
junct professor of law at the
Law Center and has au-
thored articles and lectured
nationally and internation-
ally on United States patent
protection and other intel-
lectual property issues.
John Roberts ’89 recently
joined Buckeye Technologies
in Memphis, TN .
1990s
Carolyn Duffin ’90 works
for the Western Governors’
Association in Washington,
DC.
Stephen Sand ’90 is working
for Corning Inc., Corning,
NY.
Steven McCann ’91 was 
recently promoted to chief
patent counsel for WorldCom
(formerly MCI WorldCom).  
Lee Topham ’91 has joined
the Concord, NH law firm
of McSwiney, Semple,
Bowers & Wise as an asso-
ciate.  He is the moderator
for the town of Wilmot,
where he lives with his wife
and two children.
Wendy Hankins ’92 is
manager of human re-
sources for the Alabama
district for the United States
Postal Service, in charge of
EEO, labor relations, injury
compensation, personnel,
training, safety and health,
and workplace environment
indicators for 10,000 
employees.
William B. Ritchie ’88
Martin F. Smith Jr., ’92
was recently appointed by
Governor Shaheen and 
confirmed by Executive
Council for the position 
of attorney on the New
Hampshire Real Estate
Commission. He is an asso-
ciate with Sanders &
McDermott, Hampton, NH.
Cristina Carvalho MIP ’93
and Mark Trapehagen ’93
are the proud parents of
baby boy, Ian, born October
6, 1999. Trapehagen is an
associate with the intellectual
property group of Arent Fox
in Washington, DC. 
Wendy Chen MIP ’93 is in-
house counsel for a fixed
network telecommunication
company in Taiwan.
James Godbout ’93 is the
staff attorney for the New
Hampshire Division for
Children, Youth & Families,
Berlin District Office.
Michael Greenberg ’93 and
his wife Leslie are the proud
parents of Faye Beatrice,
born March 17, 2000. Mike
practices law in Takoma
Park, MD,
Indunil Abeyesekere MIP
’94 is working at WIPO in
Geneva, Switzerland, as a
consultant to developing
countries on how to comply
with the TRIPS Agreement.
She is also the author of
“Sri Lankan Copyright Law
and the TRIPS Agreement.”
Adam Brown ’94 is an 
attorney and housing spe-
cialist at Community
Resources for Independence
in Santa Rose, CA. He will
be teaching a course in ad-
ministrative law this fall at
Empire Law School. Brown
and wife, Jennifer, are both
involved in the breeding
and training of service dogs
for the disabled.
Laura Donnelly ’94 recent-
ly accepted a position with
Piper, Marbury, Rudnick &
Wolfe in Washington, DC.
She is involved in establish-
ing, assessing, and enforc-




’95 is a special assistant to a
member of the House of
Representatives who is
chairman of a technical
committee charged with
evolving a credible and ap-
propriate budget process, as 
well as developing a legisla-
tive budget and research of-
fice for the National
Assembly in Nigeria.
Steve Duggan ’95 is work-
ing for Ransmeier &
Spellman in Concord, NH
practicing litigation and
municipal law.
Robert Erben JD/MIP ’95 is
the co-host of a new inter-
active legal television show
in Fort Lauderdale, FL,
called “Your Legal Rights.”





McKee, a nationally recog-
nized personal injury and
complex litigation trial firm
located in Fort Lauderdale.
Tanya Karanasios ’95 has
been working in interna-
tional human rights law in
New York, Bosnia and
Kosovo since graduation.
She worked in Bosnia as a
case lawyer in the Human
Rights Court, an institution
set up under the Dayton
Agreement, and in Kosovo
as the senior legal advisor
with the Human Rights and
Rule of Law Department
with the OSCE, which is
part of the United Nations
mission.
Rebecca Margerum ’95 was
recently elected District
Justice in Dauphin County,
PA.
Rajiv Patel JD/MIP ’95 and
his wife, Vibhuti, are the
parents of Meera, born
August 29, 2000. They re-
side in Stanford, CA.
Robert Rauker ’95 recently
transferred to a position
with Boston Scientific
Corporation, Natick, MA,
as director and senior
patent counsel.
Alex Chotkowski ’96 was
recently awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal by
the Secretary of the Navy
for his service and duties as
the chief military prosecu-
CLASS ACTIONS
Martin F. Smith, Jr. ’92
Robert D. Erben ’95 co-hosts “Your Legal Rights” on a Fort Lauderdale, FL 
television station
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tor for the Marine Corps Air
State, Beaufort, SC,  as well
as for his service in a joint
capacity as the special assis-
tant United States attorney,
United States Attorney’s
Office, District of South
Carolina, Department of
Justice. He accepted a posi-




litigation.  He continues to
serve as a captain in the
Marine Corps Reserve.
David Craig ’96 is now work-
ing for Laboe Associates,
PLLC, Concord, NH.
Rebecca Goldman ’96 is with
Long, Aldridge & Norman,
LLP, Washington, DC.
Eric Seabrook MIP ’96 is
general counsel for the
Ohio Secretary of State. He
is currently setting up on-
line voting and “electronic
governance” for the State of
Ohio.
Ramin Aghevli ’97 is in-
house counsel for a startup
company, Planet U, an on-
line promotions network
for the consumer goods in-
dustry that connects manu-
facturers, online and
off-line retailers, and ser-
vice partners with con-
sumers. He resides in Los
Gatos, CA.




Juhong Kim JD/MIP ’97
accepted a position with
Baker & McKenzie’s
Washington, DC, office
after completing his manda-
tory military service last
December. He is working in
their international practice
group as a first year associate
handling trade-related mat-
ters such as antidumping,
CVDs and customs issues.
Karla Zimmerman ’97 is a
staff attorney with the
Juvenile Division of the
Legal Aid Society of
Rockland County, NY.
In August 2000, M. Scott
Boone ’98 accepted a posi-
tion as a graduate teaching
fellow at Temple School of
Law in Philadelphia, PA.
Scott Daniels ’98 is a patent
attorney for the Manchester,
NH firm of Davis and Bujold.
He married Samantha Hicks
on July 29, 2000.
Michelle Gallon MIP ’98 is
an associate with King &
Spalding, Atlanta, GA.
Mark Gorman ’98 has ac-
cepted a position with the
intellectual property depart-
ment of Sony Corporation
of America.  He resides in
New Jersey.
Paola Freccera LLM ’99 has




’99 is an associate with
Holland & Hart’s business
department in Denver, CO
practicing intellectual prop-
erty law.
Thomas Mancini ’99 is cur-
rently with the general
practice firm of Potter,
Anderson & Corroon,
Wilmington, DE. He recent-
ly attended the wedding of
Frank Maldari ’99. 
Robert Santandrea ’99 is an
attorney with the patent
and legal operation for the
General Electric Company




Dr. Miguel Baez LLM ’00 is
working as under-director
of the regulatory policy unit




Jessica Bladen ’00 recently
joined Leahy & Denault,
LLP, Claremont, NH.
Dennis Cawley ’00 and his
wife Adriana, are the par-
ents of a son, Dennis, Jr.,
born September 10.
Michael Ehlers ’00 has ac-
cepted a position with
McLane, Graf, Raulerson &
Middleton, PA, practicing
with the corporate depart-
ment’s intellectual property
group.
Richard Rose ’00 is vice
president of legal and busi-
ness development for
Copyright.net, a fully auto-
mated web-based software
tool for the community of




legal procedures via the
Internet.
Dong Joon Shin MIP ’00
opened a patent office with
Mansoon Park MIP ’98 as
partner.
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New Hampshire Bar Association Mid-Winter Meeting January 26
Washington, DC Alumni Reception April 7
Greater Boston Alumni Reception TBD
Greater San Francisco Alumni Reception May 7
Greater New York Alumni Reception TBD
Commencement May 19
Intellectual Property Summer Institute May 21–July 20
Mediation Skills for IP and Commercial Disputes May 21–25
Advanced Licensing Institute July 16–20
Education Law Institute July 23–26 (Concord)
October 7–10 (Washington, DC)
Reunion Weekend September 21–22
Maine Alumni Reception TBD
Rhode Island Alumni Reception TBD
Greater Philadelphia Alumni Reception November 8
Calendar of Events 2001
